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i) Abstract:

The Bhagavad Gita is a part of Epic Poem Mahabharata of ancient India. According to the
Bhagavad Gita, devotion is one of the ways to reach God. True devotees live to unite with
God, express love in their actions, and see divinity in all living beings. When one has
faith in God, they gain the strength to face life's challenges and to perform their duties
with integrity and determination. In this research paper, I will analyze the concepts
presented in the 16th chapter of the Bhagavad Gita. In this chapter, Lord Sri Krishna
elaborates extensively on how a devotee embodying divine qualities behaves and how a
person with demonic qualities behaves, continuing from the discussions in the 15th
chapter to Arjuna, it was said, Knowing this, one becomes wise, and accomplished are all
his duties, O descendant of Bharata” Now, who knows all the Truth, and who does not?
As an answer to this, the sixteenth chapter is begun to distinguish between a fit and and
an unfit aspirant after true knowledge. The present paper focuses on the 16th chapter, it is
explained how adhering properly to the duties and virtues prescribed in the scriptures
leads to divine prosperity, while engaging in qualities and actions that oppose the

scriptures results in demonic prosperity.
ii) Introduction

In the 15th chapter of the Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna describes the divine
qualities, powers, and nature of the Supreme Being. Following this, in the 16th chapter,
the text elaborates on the virtuous qualities and attributes that lead one to attain God.
These qualities are referred to as Daivasampat (divine wealth). In contrast, the negative

traits of the demonic beings are explained, emphasizing the need to eliminate them, which
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are categorized as Asurasampat. (demonic wealth). Furthermore, in this chapter, Lord Shri
Krishna speaks to Arjuna about two different qualities and states that Arjuna possesses
divine qualities, as we can understand from the following verse.
3t FEAfEEIETT FHe-EITITgR 7T |
AT [=: GFIE SATISIAISIe 9198 /| B.G 16.5 Il

This chapter emphasizes the importance of cultivating divine qualities while avoiding the

demonic traits inherent in humanity.
iii) Methodlogy: Chapter Summary:

This chapter contains 24 verses. The first three verses discuss divine qualities, while the
fourth verse addresses demonic traits. The fifth and sixth verses describe the
characteristics of individuals possessing both qualities. Verses seven to eighteen delve
into the nature of demonic qualities. Verses nineteen to twenty-one outline the downfalls
of those with demonic traits. The twenty-second verse discusses liberation from demonic
qualities, and verses twenty-three and twenty-four conclude the chapter by explaining

how to fulfil one's duties in accordance with sacred teachings and principles.
iv) Discussion
Divine qualities
ArETEr |
S GG ST |
3T FHE T TTERAT ST /| B.G 16. 111
ST TR FTRIGT |
T AT HIad gRATTeHH Il B.G 16.2 I
{T: 7T 1 FTHRIE! AT |
T GEIE ST YR I B.G 16.3 1l

The first three verses mentioned above describe divine qualities, which include
fearlessness, purity of mind, the cultivation of spiritual knowledge, generosity, self-
control, performing sacrifices, studying the Vedas, penance, simplicity, non-violence,

truthfulness, absence of anger, renunciation, a state of peace, not finding fault with others,
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love for all living beings, lack of greed, dignity, modesty, mental resilience, a forgiving
nature, courage, cleanliness, and absence of envy. The Lord explains to Arjuna that these

divine qualities are associated with a truly elevated human being.

Qualities of People with Demonic Nature:

FE} FAISTIATTE] e TR 7 |
ST =TT 9Tl FEEHTGR Il B.G 16.4 1]

In this verse, the Lord speaks of qualities such as ignorance, ego, unnecessary pride,

anger, cruelty, and delusion, which are associated with a being born of demonic nature.
31 FEAIGHIEIT [HeT-EITITgR] el |
AT [ GF9G JAASIarsie 9ved /| B.G 16.5 1l

Divine wealth is believed to grant liberation, while demonic wealth is thought to bind one
in bondage. In the fifth verse, it is mentioned that, O Pandavas, do not grieve, for you

have been born with divine wealth. This helps us understand Arjuna's true essence.

Characteristics of those possessing great wealth:

g1 el T SA=e SHIgT T 7 |
&4l 1aeaeT: It TR a9 7 I 1| B.G 16.6 1l
g 7 g 7 ST 7 G |
7 31 717 FrER! 7 G A 9 1| B.G 16.7 1]
SIITB T TR |
STRERERT [FHZICHHETHY | B.G 16.8 |

The essence of the aforementioned verses is that the demons do not recognize good deeds
and bad deeds. They lack purity, righteousness, and truthfulness. Moreover, they believe
that the world is devoid of truth, that there is no established dharma, and that there is no
God. They propagate the notion that both men and women are driven solely by lust. In

this context, the Lord elaborates to Arjuna about the characteristics of demonic nature.

qaT G TEIAISHIET: |
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SAFCGIFHI: & AT /| B.G 16.9 1]

Those with such limited understanding, who selves and are considered adversaries to the

world, born solely to engage in destructive actions that lead to the world's demise.
PTHATIE T TR |
HIETRE I CATeTETad-aSgI=aar: /| B.G 16.10 /]

Furthermore, as mentioned in the above verse, those who are consumed by unfulfilled
desires always live with bad intentions, harbouring negative thoughts.
TR=aTIRAT =1 ST |
FIITITRAT Taratata 13T Il B.G 16.11 1/
Furthermore, as mentioned in the above verse, those who are consumed by unfulfilled
desires always live with bad intentions, harbouring negative thoughts.
STITITITRTAAGT: FHTHBITTRITT: |
Fe=ad FrITARIRAT IS 1| B.G 16.12 1

Driven by countless desires and overwhelmed by lust and anger, they strive to acquire
wealth for the sake of sensual pleasures. In this way, the behaviour of those possessed by
demonic qualities is revealed in these verses. In the upcoming four verses, the destruction
caused by their ego is explained.
FEHET TIT THITHH JT HART |
FEEAIGAT H 11T G | B.G 16.13 1]
378} 71 8 IFei1 AR |
FrIsEws 57! Rigss sTcrargat | B.G 16.14 1
ST STISTTATTRE F 52151 TGT1 7T |
783} AT T ST | B.G 16.15 1l
SAF TSI HIGHTTGHTI T |
ST FRY Fai<T RESE! I B.G 16.16 1]

How can I achieve this today? I will fulfil this desire; it exists, and this wealth will
come to me. The neighbour has been taken by me, and I will take others as well. I am a

ruler, an experience of pleasure, an achiever, a strong individual, a joyful person, and I
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have risen as a wealthy one. Who can compare to me? I will perform sacrifices and give
donations, while those lost in ignorance, confused by many thoughts, and trapped in the
delusion of desire, will fall in the polluted city of impurities. Furthermore, in the 15th
verse, it is said that those with demonic qualities will perform sacrifices. In this 17th

verse, an explanation is given about the sacrifices they will undertake.

HTHGFTIIAT: &R JTHITHET T |
TS THIHE TG | B.G 16.17 1

That is to say, those who consider themselves superior beings, those who are arrogant,
and those who have amassed great wealth often engage in extravagant displays purely for
the sake of appearances.
STEGFR 7T 7 7 e T AT |
HHTCHRGEY SIS IqIHT: /| B.G 16.18 Il
Ego, strength, lust, anger, and desire—people use these to hate and belittle both others
and themselves. In the next two verses, he explains how such individuals will ultimately
meet a tragic end.
T8 1597 FHTRY TRIATT |
ST TR A | B.G 16.19 1/
TG I H&T STHI 417 |
HSTEE $i-07 Tal Jr=rem1 Mg Il B.G 16.20 11

Koundeya! He says that he pushes away those who hate me, those who are cruel, and
those who are deceitful, casting them into a life of suffering in this world. These fools are
reborn as demons in many lifetimes, preventing them from reaching me and instead
leading them to even lower destinies. In the next two verses, he explains the path to
reaching him.

Al THeIE §R A |

FHTH: F T TRAHRAAT @oiq Il B.G 16.21 1
TG Fit T THERISTA |

SR HIETA T T/ Tl B.G 16.221]
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The city of desire, anger, and greed is characterized by three gates. These qualities are
harmful to life; therefore, one who renounces all three and frees himself from these gates

will achieve well-being and ultimately attain liberation.
The Definite formula for Success:

In this 23rd verse, it is stated that actions performed contrary to the teachings of

the scriptures, driven by an uncontrolled mind, are fruitless.

7 FITAIEEHeGS Jdd FHFRT: |
7 & fAfGHariia 7 §& 7 /I Ta7 1| B.G 16.23 1]

Therefore, as the scriptures indicate what should and should not be done, let us perform

our duties accordingly. In this 24th verse, Lord Sri Krishna concludes the 16th chapter.
THT=STE JHTV & FIFR =R |
FTCET I FH FGIHETEN /| B.G 16.24 1]

v) Conclusion:

In this way, Chapter 16 provides insights into divine qualities and demonic traits.
Additionally, by reading this chapter, we can understand the strength of devotion and the
path to knowing the divine. Furthermore, in the Padma Purana, specifically in the Bhumi
Khanda, Lord Shiva describes the glory of the Gita in each chapter through true stories. In
one such story, a king named Kadabahu learns about the significance of the 16th chapter
of the Bhagavad Gita from a Brahmin Man. Following this, he reads the chapter daily,
worshipping Lord Krishna, and soon attains the divine lotus feet of the Lord. Ultimately,
this chapter serves as a guide for individuals who wish to align themselves with virtuous

qualities and lead a fulfilling life.
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